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Fallowing
President,
conference:

is o transcript of
Keunedy’s  news

The Prosident: Good after-
noan.

Prime Minister vmsmr’f!
Canada and 1 have agreed'ta !5
meet at Hyannis Porf, Mass.,
on May 10 and 1 for 2 first
discussion of the many im-
portant questions thai are
of comtrion Inerest to the

igs,
;E‘ Secretary
of State for Polilical Alfairs
W. Aviwell Tlarriman, having
consulted  in  Paris  with
French Foreign Minister
Couve de Murville, and 3% g,
Voadon with Forcign Secres
Ly Lord Home. British oo+
chairman of the- Inicinational
Cottrol Comenission for Laos,
will ‘procced 16 Moscows i
mortow 1o discuss the Lao-
tian situation with (he Soviet
co-chaitman, For inis-
ter. Andrei Gromyko. ;He
does_have a short messiige
for Premier Khrushchey
from me, exp]almng the pur.,
nose_ of his tr

l‘hrenl in Laos
Mr, President, with
Lsos “8égting up, could you
assess- for us the relative
(hreats posed to the United
Sthfes by the Soviet Union
afd ed China?
A, Np, T think il would be

a mistake to attempt to maké

that assessment on 'thitiee;

of ‘g AeH

pendent Laos, In the Vicnna
statement,_which the chair-
man and I made in June of
1961, committing ourselves
to that result. We bave also
been coriscious of the threat
to the security of independ-
ent counlries of Asia and
southeast Asia, which a8
been made quite clear Dby
the Chinese, so 1 woulil say
that we have serious prob-
lems with them hoth. We
would hope that lhe Soviet
Union would make an e

fort to fulfill commit-
ments under the Geneva ac-
cord as the United States is
attempting to do.

Test Ban Proposal

Q Mr. President, there
were reparts from, Moscow
carlier today thal the British
and American ambassadors
during their meeting with
Chairman Khrushehev  had
presented a new proposal on
inspection in an effort to
break the deadlock on ihe

. nuclear test ban trealy nego-

tiations.

1s it correct thal the
United States has presented
such a proposal and is there
anything that you can tell
us about prospects now on
this issue?

A. The United States made
propasals for iatensification
of the negotiations and sug-
gested some procedures by
which those negotiations
might be speeded up. 1 am
not overly sanguine about
the prospects for an accord.

. We have been caught, really,

since December, on the dis-

, agreement broween the num-

ber of tests that should take
place in any once year, the
United States discussing
seven and the Soviet Usion
three. No mavement from
the Soviet Unian has taken
place. In addition, there avc
ather details which are stilf
unresolved. not so much the
matter of {ests, but the area
of inspeetion, the means
which the inspection will be
carred out, the freedom of
the teams, and what will be

the composition of the
spection  team.
questions are still unresolved.

As we Icel time is running

out, the Prime, inister and
rotege Ch

by in 4n e

Wi eould déveio] me means

\m\ which we could bring this

métter to a elimax and see

if we could reach an accord,

-present nuclear

7t prevent diffusion.
,Bs I say, T am not san-
and this represeuts

ﬂebermmed eifort to see if
an prevent . failuré from
com ng upon usglis pring.

Shift in Suvl%tiﬁjﬂ

Q. Mr. President, batk on
Laos, it has been more of a
testing ground for eoexlst
ence since the Geneva accord
than perhaps any other piace
in the world. Would you in-
cerpm a Soviet refusal to

o along with efforts to mai

mn peace in the Government.
of National Union there as a
shift toward a hard line by
the Sovict Union?

& good

@e Pprospects.

atter he llis mw;d Moscow.
gy, we regard
mamzenamg of the Ge-

Bodh sccord as very essential
e security-of Laos itself,
igh

w,men “have ‘serious pdiffer-

dhees, an accor
“réached and mamum:

1f we fail in Laos,
think the prospects or i
cords on matters which.m:
he geagraphically eloser to us
would be substantially - les-
sencd, but 1 think we will
have an idea as to whether
the Soviet Union is prepared
to meet its commiitments and
whether the olher countries
who are also signalories,
which include the Commus
Chinese and the North Vict-
namese and others, are pre-
pared to really sce a ncutral
and independent Laos, or de-
termined to try a mililary
takeover. 1 think we should
have a clearer idea of that
Stter Governor Harmiman's re-
turn.

Soviet Control in Laos
Q. Could 1 ask just one
more question on Laos? Do
we have any evidence (hat
the Savict Union is not in
cantrol of the ground in Laos,
as they seemced {o be in u)n
trol in 1961 and last ye;
when the Geneva agrcement
was signed?
‘That. 1 think, is & matter
which [ ihink time will tell
us. There was a duech cob-
trel because of the supply
lines which were being main-
tained by the Soviet Union
airlift. Whether the Soviets
maintain the same degree of
control now, whether they de-
!sire to maintain their influ-
nce, and whether their in-
fhience will be thrown n the
direction of a maintenance
of the Geneva settlement lie
the questions which 1
We should Uy 1o answer i
the next three or four weeks.
Wha(, of course, is happen-
ing in Laos is a struggle be-
tween the ncutralist forees
of Kong Le, who were alfied
with the Communist forces
in 1961, so that, it secms to
me that the very nature of
the struggle and the forecs
invelved in the struggle are
the hest answer to the
charges that have heen made
in the Jast 24 hours that it
is the United States which
has disturbed the status guo.
The struggle is not hetween
the forces of Phoumi and the
neutralists, but between the
Pathet Lao and the Kong Le

in-
all these

an Khru-
to.see il

forces which, of course, are
the army of Souvanna Phou-
ma, whom the Communists
themselves supported in 1061.
So I think we have a very
clear idea of where the re-
sponsibilitiy lies, and it would
be a distortion to attempt to
placé: the burden for the,

bmzmawn upon the United}

I thmk the world can tell |
ve\‘y clearly who is strugglmg
n the Pl.,me des Jarres and
w bear thP

mainiaj. what is a

\%{y fragile structure today.
Population Growth
Q. Mr. President, how do
you fecl about the - recom-
mendations of the National
Academy " Scicrice and also
of Prof. Jonn Rock of Har-
vard, that the Federal Gov-
ernment should participate
actively in -an attack on
uncontrolled population

ell, I don't know — 1
ax Wil the goneral
" the United
nment today,
hrough the National Ins
'{MDS i Health, glves assist-
auce t6 research in the whole
arca of fertility, biological
studies, reproduction and all
the rest, which I think are
important studies, and there
are several millions of dollars
of. Federal funds involved,
and I think they are very use-
ful and should be continued.
Q.1 think the recommenda-
tions are that our Gevern-
ment should take, the lead
and should participate much
more_actively -and strongly
L!’l n it has done before. You,
have never taken a posic
tion on this, T belicve,
uA Well, what is your ques

Q. The ' questloh will
you accept recommendations
of the National Academy that
we should participate in in-
ternational birth control stud-
ies, supply funds?

. Well, we are participat-
ing in the study of fertjlity
and reproduction, in
United Nations, which is an
international  study; at the
present time. If your ques-
tion is, can we do more,
should we know more about
the whoie reproduction cycle,
and should this information
he made more available to
the world so that everyon
can make their own judg
ment, 1 would (hink it would
be a matter which we could
certainly support,
Q. M

. President—

A Whetier we arc going
to supporl Dr. Rock's pro-
pusal, which is somewhat dif-
ferent, is another guestion.

Snmmit Mecting
. Mr. President, do you

see any prospect for a meet-
ing between yoursclf and
Mr. Khrushchev any time in
the nexl couple of months
in Europe, for example?

A. No, | haven’t heard any,
and (here is none planned.

Q. According to  reports
from London, the British are
hoping for a three-way sum-
mit perhaps on the test ban.

A. There is none planned
and it doesn'’t (scem) to me
that it would be useful un
less we were in agrecment
upon a test ban, which we
are not now.

Reply 1o Nixon Talk

Q. Mr. President, would
you care to address yoursel{
%o eriticism cxpressed by
some_Hepublicans, including
Mr. Nixon recently (former
Vice President Richard M.
Nixon), about the Administra-
tion’s attitude toward Cuba,
and suggesting, perhaps, that
we are not taking as firm a
stand toward them as we
should?

ﬂﬁt Kennedy -dfv yesterday's news conference.

WouldYou cage to speak to
that, sir?

A No. T know there s a
good dedliof conogrn ift the
United hetalise ' (Pre-
mier Fidely' Castrs is still
there. 1-think it i unfor-
tunate that e was permitted
lo assume -cofitrol win  the
19505 and perhaps it would
have becn easier fo take an
action then than it is now.
But those who were in posi-
tionof responsibility did not
make that judam

Now, a5 Lo what the pres-
_ent situation —we have, as
ou know, without going
“though e .ehtive list we
have—and the other coun-
Aries of the free world have
—eut:frec fworld trade in the
Tast two vears from $800 mil-
lion to $80 million. We are
working. ylih the OAS (Or-
ganization’; of - American
States) 1o set up an organiza-
tion whieh will limit (he
movement of protectional
guerrillas in and out of Cuba.
We have—the OAS have-—al-
most diptomalically isolated
Castro in this Hemisphere, 1
think the members of Lhe
OAS have madg it very clear
that MarxistLéhinst and the
aviet nresence is not a mat-
tor which is acceptable to (he
peaple of the Hemisphere. We
have heen working thraugh
{he Alliane - Progress to
prevent a repetition of the
Cuban _incident. We have
made il very clear that we
would 1ot accept a Hungary
in Cuba. We have madc
very clear we would not per-
mi( the movement of troops
from Cuba to another coun-
try for offensive purposes.
We maintain  surveillance.
We do a good many things.
Now, coming down to the
question  which ise rather
sidestepped, that is if the
United States should go to
war in order to remave Cas-
tro, that nettle is not
grasped, and it would scem
to me thai we have pretty
much done all of those things
that can be done 1o deman-
strate hostility 1o the con-
cept of a Soviet satellite in
the Caribbean exeept take
these ather steps which bring
in their wake violence and
bring a good deal of world-
wide ditficulty. If they are
advacaling that, then [
recagnize that as an alter-
nate policy, but if it is mere-
Jy a policy which says that
we should do something with-
out defining i, except, per-
haps ax | have said, unleash-
jng the exiles, which cannot
fo the job, it secms to me
that we deserve in a gues-
tion af this importance a
good deal more precision in
our preseriptions for its so-
1ution.

Cuba Ruids by Exiles

Q. Mr. Presidei, now that
the 21 Americans who were
imprisoned in Cuba have
been. released, what do you
think that the U. S. policy

will be toward exile raids
in the future if no U. S laws
are violated, and il these

raids may have some mili-
‘tary valye, perhaps done in
| conjunction with the under-
glound within Cuba?

. Well, T would think a
dmussmn of that kind of a
question, if the question is
as you put it, is really not
very useful to the exiles, or
1o 1m cause of Cuba. It does
em Lo me that public
discussion 0f these sorts of
activities is worthwhile at this
time, or beneficial.

USLA Broudeasts
| Q. Mr. President, ! under-
Istand that at the request of
i the Defense Department. the
i United States Information
| Aeney s now supplying two
!fiveminute commentaries
‘dally on international affairs
which arc_being_broadeast
i by Armed Forces Radio Serv-
{ice transmitters on both the
| East and West Coasts, and in
nany, and I would like
to respectfully ask vou
whether you feel it is the
business of an official Fed-
eral ageney to be dissemi-
nating comment and opinion
to our citizen soldiers and
fheir_familios_avorseas.

A. What did these pro-
grams consists of that Js ob-
Jectionable?

Q. Comment and opinion
on international affairs.

A. Well, is there anything
about the comment that is at
all_objectionablc or slanted?

Q. T am not overseas, and
so T haven't heard them

A. Well, I would be glad—
(laughter) You and I share—
(laughter) I would be glad to
check into it and find out if
there is any(hing that is im-
proper about it

sit to de Gaulle
Q. Mr. President, France is
net on your itinerary for this
summer, and apparently no
invitation has been extended
and certainly you have not
solicited one, but 1 wonder
in the light of Serretary
Rusk's talk with President
(Charles) de Gaulle if you
think a lalk between yourself
and President de Gaulle
would be useful this summer?
WA Well, 1 went 1o Franl:c
ast_year. We are going to
e s Cemany “aha
Ircland for good reasons in
cvery case. We have not—I
think actually according to
protocol, which need not
stand in our way, it would be
the time for the French Pres-
ident to come to the United
Stales. [ think General de
Gaulle would be glad to
come, or protocal aside, I
would he glad to go to France
there was some matter
which we felt an exchange,
a personal exchange would
solve. 1 think perhaps both
of us feel that on those mat-
ters which concern us in com-
mon, France and the United
States, that they can be best
discussed at the diplomatic

Government in Exile
Q. Mr. President, another
paint on the exile problem,
sir, rather in line with an
admonition that you, your-
sclf, made last September,
the Attorney General sug-
gested the other day that the
Cuban exiles should compose
their differences and speak
with more of ane voice,
particularly in terms of their
relationship with the Gov-
ernment. Is there an impli-
cation here, sir, of an ap-
proval or enthusiastic ap-
proval on the part of your
Admlmsh‘auon toward the
setting up of an exile govern-
ment, a governnent in exile?
A.No, we supported the
acrangemeni. of the Revolu-
tionary Council in_order to
give the exiles a voice, which
we hoped would be sneaking
for the cxile community, in

all those matters which af- but

fect their relations with the
United States and the United
States Government. For us
to agree and support a
government in_exile, how-
ever, is an cntirely different
question, because you have—
we would want o support a
government  which  would
strike a responsive cord in
Cuba, itsell. The experience
with ' governments in _exile
have not been particularly
felicitaus, historically speak-
ing, There is no evidence that
cxiles themselves could de-
velop a government which
wouid necessarily be - the
government which the people
of Cuba would freely choose.

it would scem to me what
would be most valuable now
would be a greater degree of
cohesion among the exiles
regardless of their political
view—and there are substan-
tia) differences among them
—so that they can negotiate
with us, if that is the proper
word, and bring their casc
before other Latin American
countrics, in the OAS, so that
we can talk to someone about
the many problems which we
face and the exiles face with
200,000-250,000 peaple coming
into our country. But a gov-
ernment in cxile, I think that
is"a different question, and
in my view It would be fm-
prudent today a on’t
think it would help the sl.rug«
gle.

Russians in Cuba
Q. Mr. President, Sen. (Ken-
oth

_zeth B Keatng (8, 3

says that according to his in-
formation there has been no
reduction in the number of
Russian troops in Cuba. He
said several thousand have
left; several thousand have
arrived there, with no change
in the over-all number since
November. Would you care
10 comment?

A. Yes. I have already said
the best information we have
(is) from intelligence
community, and I rely upon
the director of the Central
Intelligence Agency as chair-

an of the intergovernment-

this is an instance, perhaps,
of the press managing the
news?

A, Well, 1 would not ever
suggest that anyone would
manage the news. You have
two kinds of statistics. One,
you have Federal emplay-
ment rising, and, therefore,
that™is printed, that is news.
Federal employment is ris-
ing, Then you have the ques-
tion of whether Federal em-
ployment is rising in relation
to the population, and it isn’t.
I is, as you suggested, de-
clining, Federa) expenditures
in relation to the population,

:or the information which T
have given publicly, We at-
tempt to ask any Congress-
man or Senator who has in-
formation o the contrary for
his sources so they can be
evaluated. I have stated that
our information was, I think
the last time we met, that
4000, we thought, left in
March, and that no substan-
tial number had come in this
winter, There is some evi-
dence that some have left in
April, but not a large num-
ber.

Of course, the equipment
itself seems 1o still be there,
however, so that [ would think
there has been some reduc-
tion this winter in the num-
ber of Russian personnel on
the island, There has not
bcen a substantial reduction

n the equipment. There has
been no. evidence, however,
of any substantial introduc-
tion. 1t is not, in my opinion,

EKEM question as to wheth-

r_there is 17,000, 15,000, 13,
00 There are still important
elements, still on the island,
and there is still Soviet
equipment still on the island.

So I don't think Sen. Keat-
ing and I are debating a ser
ous question, unless there is
a challenge on one side or
the other of good faith, and
1 am sure there isn't. It is
our best information that
4000 or 5000 have left since
January and that there has
not been an equal number
come n. In fact, much, much
less, 300 or 400 at the most.
That is our best evidence and
I repeat it as it has becn
gathered by our intelligence
sources.

Civil Rigllls Aclion
sident,

rcjected Slr lh(’ (Wﬂ nALhLl
Commission’s  propusal  for
the witnholding of funds
from the State of Mississippi,
in particular; vel, Negroes
and other persons In some
Southern states are en-
countering violence and the
withholdiug of some of (heir
rights. Could you discuss
with us what~ altcrnative
steps the Federal Govern-
ment might be able to take
1o bring some of these states
futo line with the law of \he |
Tang

w 11, in every case lhnt\
the "Civil Rights Commission
described, the United States
Government has _instituted
legal action in order to pro-
vide a remecdy. The Civil
Rights Commission gave
number of cases of a denial
of equal righls al the air
line terminal, and all of the
rest. We are attempting
through the established pro-
cedures set out by the United
States Constitution to give
protection, through lawsuils,
through decisions by the
courts, and a good deal of
action has been taken in all
of these cases.

Now, it is very difficult, We
have the outrageous crime,
from all accounts, in the
State of Alabama, the shoot-
ing of the postman who was
attempting in a very tradi-
tional way to dramatize the
plight of some of our citi-
zens, being assassinated in
the road. We have offered to
the State of Alabama the
services of the FBI in the
solution of the crime. We do
not have dircet jurisdiction.
we are working with
every legislative, legal tool
at our command to insure
protection for the rights of
or citizens, and we shall con-
tinue to do s

‘We shall also continue not
to spend Federal funds in
such a way as to encourage
discrimination. What they
were suggesting was some-
thing different. That was a
blanket withdrawal of Fed-
eral cxpenditures from a
state. [ said 1 didnt have
the power 1o do so and 1 do
not think the President
should be given that power,
because it could used in
other ways differently.

But I can just say to you
that the Federal Government
has been extremely active in
the State of Mississippi, from
before Oxford and since, in
an attempt to provide for con-
stitutional guarantecs.  We
hope that the State of Mis-
sissippi will do it, and wo
hope the local police will do
it, and we hope thc mayors
will do it. Where they don’t
do it, the Federal Govern-
ment will do it within the
limits of our authority.

U. S. Employe Ratio
Q. Mr. President, Budget
Director (Kermit) Gordon
says that there are fewer
Federal employes lor every
hundred people today than
in 1052 or 1857. Much of the
press has always given the
opposite impression. Hasn't
the Administration been
king correct Information

e & @ W b

are
declining.

The Federal debt in rela-
tionship to the Gross Nation-
al Product is declining. The
Federal debt has gone up in
ihe last 15 years, hut in re-
Jationship to the Gross Na-
tional Product it is declining.
It seems to me this is the
framework in which these
statistics should best be put.
If the population increases
3 miltion or 4 million a year,
it is guite obvious you are
going have to have
additional scrvices. Bul the
question is whether this in-
ercase js cxcessive, and in
nearly every case, the per-
centage of expenditures and

in cmployment have gone
down.
1 would hope the press

would make thal point, be-
cause otherwise the people
get an impression that there
are excessive expenditures

do you plan to do aboul
eliminating it?

A Every April the Wall
Street Journal writes a story
on the lelthand side of the
paper, reporting that Con- ©
gressmen have come back and
find great apathy about the
President’s programs. The .
fact of the matter is that in
the last month we have had
five or six important votes on
the flcor of the House and
and the floor of the Senate
which I think indicates a sup-
port of a program of expaa-
sion for United States econ-
omy. Today we are going 1b
pass in the House of Repre:
sentatives, I am sure, a bill
1o assist us in building medi-
cal schoals 50 wo will have
enough docto:

We passed the other day in
the Senate a bill on mass
transit. We passcd a bill yes-
terday to provide for re-
search facilitics for water,
which we are going to need
greatly in the United States
in the next 20 or 30 years.
We are going to pass other
programs. So [ don't accept
that at all. If we got a chance
to get these bills on the
flaor of the House, so thal
they can be voted upon,
through the Rules Commit-
fee, and give members a

chance to vote for them, in
my opinion this program tu
a substantial degree will pass.

The only thing thal has
ever concerned me is wheth:
er the Rules Committee of
the House of

by the National
that we are in a very diffi-
cult_economic position, and
the fact of the matter is our
national debt was 120 per
cent of our gross national
product 15 years ago, and lo-
day it is 53 per cent. We are
far stronger economically
than we were 15 years ago.
We are far stronger economi-
cally than we wore 10 yoars
ago or five years ago, and we
have every chance lo. he
far stronger through
decado, If wo. wil Tollow
monetary and fiscal policies
that will encourage the
growth of this counity n-
stead of stifle

G ot ‘the reasons T think
we have such difficulty get-
ting an acceptance of our ex-

penditures and our tax
policies is because people
misread the statistics or are
misled.

Apathy al Grassroots

Q. Mr, President, this has
to do with the Wall Street
Journal survey on gl r 5
apathy which has’ just been
published.

Do you agree, sir, that such
_apalhy actually exists, and
if 5o, how do you account for
it, and if it does exist, what

will release it for a vote.
But if they release it for a
vote, I think that the mem-
bers of the House will make
very clear that the American
people are still committed to
Drogress on all of these
fronts, which [ believe is
cssential it we are going o
maintain a viable ecanomy.
So that | think e s
best answer to Wal
Street Journal.

Southeast Asia Crisis

Q. Mr. President, on Laos
again, several years ago we
heard a great deal aboul the
“falling domino theory” in
Southeast Asia.

Do you look upon Lags in
terms of that country alone,
or is your concern the effecl
that its loss would have in
Thailand, Viet-Nam and so
on? Would you discuss thal?

A. That is correct. The pop-
ulation of Laos is 2 million
and it is scatlered.
very rough country.
porlant as a sovercign pawer.
The people desire to be inde-
pendent, and it is also jmpnr-
tant because it borders the
Mekong River and, guite ab-
viously, if Laos fell into Com-

See TEXT, A2, Cot. 1
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